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	“Northern Marijuana Islands.” As of September 21, 2018, Governor Ralph Torres has passed Bill 20-62 which legalizes the recreational and medical use of Marijuana in the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI).This essay proposes a study that looks at the benefits and accessibility of medical marijuana and recreational marijuana. The student researcher also proposes the study of looking into companies that are willing, or interested, in distributing cannabis, as well as the study of the requirements that must be met in order to purchase or acquire cannabis. This is important because the discussion of marijuana legalization is quite an arguable topic amongst the community and within all age ranges, especially the topic of selling marijuana for medicinal purposes.
	The student researcher has found 4 non-academic and 3 academic literature sources that provide background on the legalization of marijuana, as well as the medical and recreational use of this substance. The four academic literature sources provide reliable information on cannabis, whether it be recreational use or medicinal use, and also provides information on the pros and cons of using marijuana. The four non-academic sources found includes an article on Bill 20-62 and some sources that provide information on the economic impact of legalized marijuana in other places, such as the United States. With the use of these literature sources, the student researcher has obtained useful and reliable information that will provide the support that this research needs. Other than literature, the student researcher has developed other ways of collecting data through different methodologies.
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[bookmark: _gjdgxs]	The student researcher has developed various methods that will help to obtain data needed for this research study. The first method to collecting data would be through surveys given to students from both Northern Marianas College and Saipan Southern High School. A different survey will be given to the high school students due to the fact that this topic may be inappropriate,  and/or administration may not approve of the subject of the survey. The second method will be through interviews to both government officials and one certified doctor. The government officials will be interviewed about the verification processes, as well as purchases made at places other than dispensaries like local stores , that will be done through email due to availability and schedule changes.. Below you will find a tentative schedule for conducting the interviews and sending out the surveys, as well as reading and writing.

	DATE
	TIME
	METHODS
	LOCATION

	October 7-11
Reading
	
	
	N.M.C

	pending
	pending
	Student/Teacher
Survey
	Northern Marianas College

	pending
	pending
	Interview(email)
With Gov. Officials
	N/a

	Pending
	Pending
	Student survey
	Saipan Southern High School





     The schedule is subject to change due to any personal change in schedule of the student researcher, as well as the availability of the interviewees. The highschool survey is pending due to the fact that first semester is coming to an end, and teachers need quizzes/exams to go out, as well as grades to be submitted. The schedule is most likely to be finalized once permission is given from both the college and the high school, along with the survey being reviewed and approved by an advisor. The student researcher will also modify the schedule to fit within the 7 week time frame for which the study is to be completed.
      The student researcher will be able to complete this study within 7-8 weeks with regards to schedule changes or personal needs. With permission  from N.M.C and the government officials, surveys will be given out as soon as possible within a flexible time frame for both students, officials, and the student researcher as well.The literature sources gathered will provide useful information that can be used to either to persuade or  inform the audience about this study,  and what it is capable of or provide information on where it stands in the community. The study should be approved because this is definitely an arguable topic in the C.N.M.I, as well as a controversial topic. By looking into this the student researcher may gain feedback from the community, hear their concerns, and hopefully provide more ways or methods to which certain conflicts may be resolved if ever there was to be one in the future.




     






