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nkey.com/t/ZCETTYD

KBA-Thiz is 2 good survey
and relevant to the community.
| think and this is my personal
opinion that there are some

isSUES Yyou may consider
including Such as asking if the
person is aware of the
different party platforms and
should those be more
transparent? To me it is

unclear whe is promising what.

Another issue is Nepotism
pecple tell me they tend to
vote their affiliation rather than
the issues. But for people not
affiliated it makes it difficult to
decide on whom to vote for.
Also there is a problem with
community representation.
There are no representatives
for the individual segments
within the community. Such as
the women, men, gays, youth ,
senior citizens as well as by
naticnality- Japanese, Korean,
Thia, American, Filipino,
Chinese, Bangledeshi,
Carglinian, Chomorre and
outer islands.

BRS: | felt that you could change the wording of
some of your questions and also change some
completely. Your first 3 questions are basically
asking the same things so | suggest changing
questions 2 and 3. Hope this helps.

LelisBells: Interesting surveyl Some people who
had recently turned 18 aren't interested in voting
and believe that their vote doesn’t matter, whils

others have been passed 18 years for a whils

and still have never participated in elections.
Great questicns, too!
COu: | like your guestions be

ne and may

give yo

= &

o

esearch but some questions could use & bit of
rammar corrections, your guestion #1 could be
split into two guestions

YZ: | think your survey questions are
really good, all relevant to your topic
which is local elections. | like your
question #5, the thumb scale is really
cool. It's actually the first time I've
ever seen it in that format. It is good
that you have some comments box
for people. And the example really
helps people to understand your
question.

NTT interesting.

SMJ

BH- Your questions are great because they are
succinct, but | feel it would be great to add a little
more detail, or some opticns along with the
comment box on the question of why do they not
vote.

[T=]

APS: The survey is very interesting and has
gquestions that are important to ask.

R.J: Your survey is simple and
straight-to-the-point. My suggestion to have
miore answers and data for your topic is to
ask questions about how they are able to get
information about each candidate running in
the local elections. It would help see if
people do get involved in local elections and

are making the choice to vote. Otherwise,
good job |:

MS: Hi Erical Amazing job. It was really thoughtful
that you put question #4 because there is a
variety of reasons for answering no to question
#23. By adding guestion #4, you show that you are
really interested. Question #5 was really
impressive, | haven't seen any like it in other
surveys. | think this would definitely appeal to
survey takers. | think you can get more
information by adding a guestion after #8 that
allows them to build on their answer of #8 and
explain themsehes. In this way, you can learn
about why they think elections are important. That
could be part of the structure of your research
paper: the misconceptions. | believe you did a
really great job!

Rl: | have to say you have a very interesting
topic and survey as well, | think this is

something that needs to be addressed.
JP

EB: The questions are relevant and accurate,
| wished you had put more multiple choice
answers however to widen our varieties,
Owerall nice work!

CC: its interesting.




1.) Theodore Parker — Pharmacist
Age: 54
Wh hink is it im n in the CNMI?
-  “The whole purpose of being in a democracy is to participate in it, and the way to
participate in a democracy is to vote”.

Have you voted this election? YES
2.) Kina Sablan
Age: 23
Wh hink it is im nt t in the CNMI?

- “To have my voice be heard and because it is a responsibility of being a U.S. Citizen”

Have you voted this election? YES

3.) Trinalto
Age: 39
h hink it is im n in th MI?
- “To exercise our right to vote, and to have a say for other people who are not able to as
well.”

Have you voted in this election? YES
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Abstract

Far cantarias, Jocal alections kave shaped the way we live hare m the Commomysalth of the
Hosthan Marizwas Islinds (CHAI). The CHMI bemg 2 small island nm by 2 smicipal comeil;
thess local alections ars sgnificas: to cur islaxds, Mamy citizems may Sl like thedr voices bawe
=od bean beard, or feel no nesd fo vote becamss they do not kmow thedr candadates. In thds
rasgarch paper, the importamce of voting in the THMI will be addressed. Tha data poesemted had
baan collected throagh numarons sereays, coline and acadamic ressarck, a5 wall a5 tervieas
with peopls of mary diffsrent 25e groups rang=g foes 17-55 T am writing this essay not cely 1o

share the importance of voting, ket the opinicms of othars in the topic of voting, in the CHIML

Tportance of Viting i the CHMI 4

Introduction

Mmmicipal slections are pothing naw to the citizans of tae CHALL Local alectons bring omt
mestmgs, family gatkarings, and onsigorating rallies. Alkhough our elections ey mod seen a5
thrilkmg 25 the United Etates, we are imdsed seeicmg for the sums cutocme W ame locking for
stromg leadars to adesinister and guids us. TWe raly on these officialy to mamags our hospitals, our
scheol aystane, and cor villages. Citizess offee forget the importance of votizg and all the

emauthorized othority we giee oot o candidates whee wa do net.

Literature Review

e vary npartant academic sourcs to the student ressarckar's topts that sopparts har
meagarch project is a handowt, “Wa Are ALl Wast Virginia™ by the Secretary of State in Wt
Virginia, Nataliz Tannant. Thiz source supports the stedant mssrcher's topdc I manny ways, bt
mosthy in the mnss that i a person doss not wots, they allow others 10 make decisions for them,
“H's vour moegy. The coonty comesizsionsrs, S0TErmar, st trsasurer, legiklxtors, Prasidant and
membees of Congress vou vobts for will decide how o speed o esomey, vote for those that
agres with your point of vien” [Tezzant, N/A) The citizans of the CHAI ruly on a commcil te
provide good education, healthcars, and safety to their villages Whan a citizen of the CHMI
does mot vote, ha'sha is often Jaft with 2 mmmicipal council who kas a differsnt point of view
from s citzzems.

Anpthar very Important academic source wo the stedent ressarchar’s topdc that refotes her
reaearch project is a website articls, “Voter Terneout 2t 20-Vaar Low in 2016", provided by CHN
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Polstics. In this acadsmic sourcs, it rafmes tha shadent researcher™s topds with the importance of
voting beceuss althongh citizers of the United States hawe comtimsonslty showad thair
diszgresmments tomards tee idea of Domald Tremp being their precident, be had veom ammays.
“That measmrs of tamedst is the Jowsst in a presidsetial clection since 1996, when 53.5% of
voting-age citizsans tormed cot™ (Wallace & Yoo, 2016 The following soarce coemects bo a
mon-acadamic soarce, ~Tim ot Kind of Low™, provided by a local meanpaper company in tha
CHMI, The Saipan Tritune. The source explains the bow tomot of vobars in the CRMI for the
vear of 2016 a5 wall. Citizses of the CWAML hats constanthy voiced their coecenes towarnds the
works of thedr eommicipal conncdl, but still mamy cittzans hase not progresssd o ckanging thair
govemmant officials, “Cut of 17,930 registemed votars, anly 10,933 voted, which comas out at
§13] percent participation” [Frncimares, 2016).

Anptiar sourcs teat sopports tee stodest rassarcher’s topic is a blog, “"Votms: What is the
Poiet?" by Lomams TWillks. This sourcs explains the facts of what major decxions a president
cam maks that shapes our ewvaryday lives but most especially tee Laws we am 1o abids. “Becamsa
fo oot ot 1k to kave no hand in who gets those aforementicesd posaars, no isfluence
choosing who might ke the bettar chedos, evem if, in your mind, they'd be “tee lessar of two
avils” (Wilks, 20020 Tost Hke in the CHI, the budldup of the S5 Bumching cases has bisn a
ack and footh isses with the tizens of the CMMI and the elected pumicipal coumcdl. Altkoagh
peopks Bave vomd “Ne™ to the casize, candidates who are for the casizo ar being clected. This
sourca suppocts the Importancs of woting i the CHAI becanss the citizess of the CHMMI havea

say of whe they give powsr to.
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Methodology

First, witk a wall thought cotlizs and 2 clear cvamciaw of her topic, the student ressarckar
procesded on to coeabing 2 survey as cxe mathod of collectng datz. Using the onlne survey
FREATALCT, WA Ry oskay. com, she nas able o izcorporats the goestions ske created in har
ol For exampls, “How do you think yeor vote will halp torards ths battarment of tha
CHBIIT" The shudent rasearcher tean skared bar sursey with kar classmates a=d nstuctor on
their desiznated google fomum for peer fesdback. This is her fest-nue sorvay, or har 'pilot sarvay”.
Aftar rertewing the kelpfirl comements saggestices loft by her poors, she kad takean the imtiative
of following their advice and applying it om to her fmal sorvey. One of the many commessats that
siood oot 1o bar vas by coe of bar pears, Yijia Zkao, whe commsseted, 1 thaek vour survsy
goestions are really good, all malanamt to year topic which is kecal eloctions. I ke poar quastion
2%, the thurs® scals is mally cool It's actoally tie first time ['ve ever seem it in that formas. Tt is
good that you kam soms comessats box for people. Axd the sxampls really helps peopla to
umdsrntand yoor graestion.” [n addition, the student ressarchar vas akls to adit her wereay
ramowimg 2ll grazumar issues and leading quasttons 25 well 25 qoesticns that may stand as
leading or cffemsive.

Zscond, the stodent researcher thes created a list of "experts’ {0 shars kar survey with as
this & her sacond method of collecting data. Local voting being her research topic, ska had
chossn to interview bath Comgressmen Fdwin K. Propst and Angel Damapan. Afier salecting
thess tovo oot of a list of many govermmset officials shared bry the CHAMI Lagislators wabsita,
wear comiles. govamp, she s also able to gat keld of their coztact mfcmeeation and addrazees.
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Villagomaz The stodeot ressarchar was able to retrievs mfcomsation about Mz Villagomaz by
paymg am office visit 1o the Election Compsisszon office. After creating a st of experts and
ratrisvsing 25 much informatios on therm, tes srodeat then started working on bar “Lattar o
Exparts”. Thix “Lattar to Exparts” is a short Jetier writtse formally to the specific expart
requestieg their parmizios fo be inkrvicwed by the smdeet ressarchar. The studemt ressarchar
thee distribated ber survey via offica visits and smail (Unfortanztely, dus to the hectic schaduls

of the govemmeant cfficials kecauss of the upcomimg elacticn, she kas vat to hear back )

Lastly, the smdent ressarchar moved on to her third method of collecting data, by
imtervisncing votars and concermad citzms of tee CHML Sha interviewsd thass wotars not cnly
Ome quarton she nsed to terciaw Brabu Fharmacy amd TWallnass Corter’s Phemmeacise,
Thsodore Parker, was, “Why do yon think it iz imsportast 1o vots = the 2016 CHMI alection™™
M. Parkar's axsocsr was, ~Tha whols purposa of being iz 2 deamocracy is %o participats i it, and
thie way be participabs im 2 democracy is to vote™. Note that the peopls she had chossn weme vy
actiwe, and uncomoamed voturs at randoe:. Amother goestion aiked and answared o TRMT
citizan, Ms. Kina Sahlan wes, “TWhat characteristics do you look for in 2 candidate ™ Ms. Sahlan
rapliad, "I Jook for candidates whe can seree the compedty wall without being selfich and
bizged”. Lastly, she imturviened a DPS smployes, nio vantsd to ramais anonymeons, the
goestion, “From: one o tem, Tabe the kavel of nepotisen 2nd scandal o the THMMI™. The DPE
amployes anmwered, “Mine, becanss peopls onby vots for the peopls they know persomalhy ut
whan it comes 1o gettng the job doms, you are ralated 1o 2o oz, With the data she was akls to
collect and will be collectng, tha stedant rassarcher contzoonsly updates kar excal speoadshaat
for forther analyzation.

Importance of Voting m the CHRT B

Analysis

As tima has goeq on and ouessrons sareays and imterviews kad passed, data kad bean colloctad
and analyzad thoreaghly. Tha stadant rasearcher bad come wpon ezany peopis who kad anawered
=0 1o her qosstion, ' Are you at the legal age of 18, 2 U.5. cittzem, and had registemd o woteT™ in.
the survey that she distritetsd She then asked in the newt question to forther sxplais ik, amd
kad come upor ansaars that explained that tegy wors aitkar not old szcagh, or not alizible to
vote in the CHMI (Appendix A). Altkcagh thers are many paopls hare oz iland, semss paople
are ot able 10 cast @ vote becauss of citizenship. It makes voting ewen more important here on

(CMAII becanse we ars voting for othars as well

I kar survey, the student thee asked, “Wikat iz one veord that vou could wss to describa thae
changes that tes villags congressman hanse mads to vour village ™, 2 vas swpeiing to fnd out
that mamy pecple have anpwered “litile 1o noze” (Appendix B)). This sxakes voting isvportant
becrars wa waxt 1o votes for people who will gt the job dome!

Although all her susvey takers kad woted ves to her question “Dio von thixk citizses should be
mare ocalved in alections?” (Appendix ), tte arerage vote om a 1-5 scale of the questics
“How imvportanst is voting to vou?” was 3 (Appendix IV This has resched in the analyzation that
although may people feal that citizens should participate morw in Local elections it is of Ixtle
impertancs to theen which is mdesd a comtradiztion.

I 2 parsomal intarview vith citizans Srom tes CHMML, mamy sreat anmwees kad coma up when
asked “WEy do you think voting is moportant?T™ {Appendix E) A great amcount of participatios
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in tha stedant msserche waregy teat Ead Eaon noted vwas fom collsgs stodeets whose ages

ranged fom 17-14 (Appendix F).

Conclusion

In conchision, aithough meey people fiesl that voting here in the CHMI is Swportant, many stll
do not knew the significence of it Veting is ome great vay to sxprass your thonghts on isszes
that vou Sl 2eed 1o ke fixed, or simply to Eave vour voice be heard Comimg froms a small
copzmmnity rom by 2 municipal council, # is fost as isportant o vote becazse peopls ame mor
affected ry what is going on as a whals. The CHMI is 2 melting pot of coltoras and dfferant
citizanskips, and a5 2 1.5, citzem with the rights te vote, many e anied oo to eaka the right
decisions for others as wall Persomally, vobng is important to me becanse it is what controls our
islands and what our daily activities are based om Whan we don't wots, we allow peopls to maka
decisioms that we don't agres with Vour single vote will not only seve youmslf and the peopla

aromnd youw, bt presers the indiganoes cultnrs of the CHAL

Imzportamce of Vieting & the DI 10
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. Appendic C:
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Appendix E:

1) Theodere Parker -~ Phasmacst
Ao, 4
Wb o o Shink 4 2 monctant S2 yoie Jo the CNRAC
“The whole purpose of beng 0 8 dermocady & 1o partiticate n 1, and the sy L0
PATICIpatE In 8 SEMOCrICY 5 10 vote™

Have you voted ths glecton? ves

2] WGna Sablen
ez, 33
Wb e xow Shink It s amecrtant 52 yaie in the CNBAC
“Yo have my vouce Be heard snd because 1 1 & responsibiity of beirg & U S Otuen”

Have you voted ths slection? ves

1) Triea Mo
fpe %9
Wi e o Shiak It s Jmecrtant 22 veie in She O
“To enercie our rght 10 vote, and 5 hawe 8 say for other pecpie who are not sble b &
well”

Have vou voted n this election? YE5
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