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My topic for my research topic was the decline of math assessment results in the CNMI. I was really interested in knowing the factors behind a student’s poor performance because even I am very poor in math. I get decent grades, but it is not my best subject. Anyway, throughout the whole research process, I found a lot of studies that dealt with student attitude and its effect on how students perform in math. Not only that, but there were other articles that complained about the common core standards being too difficult and that math results were declining when the new standards came along. There were no studies that were done in the CNMI that I could find. All of these studies were done off-island. Interestingly, the studied that showed the correlation between a student’s attitude and student performance was shown in my primary research. It was astonishing for me to see the similar information coming from another relative study. 

In addition to the correlation between a student’s attitude and their performance, It seems that the quality of the teachers and the difficulty of the common cores standards. These outcomes of the research study are probable based on the data that I collected. However, I believe that more factors would have been displayed if there was a larger amount of responders. As a suggestion to myself and future students, manage your time wisely and do not hesitate to communicate to professionals. I honestly could say that if I was not hesitant and managed my time wisely, my outcomes would have been better and my research would be much stronger. Fortunately, I used my acquired skills to work with what I received. The research study was successful due to the fact that it gave possible factors that affected the decline of math assessment results.

As for the literature sources that I was required to look for to support my research project, I preferred to look for sources that were online. Online researching was very convenient for me and the graphs and reports that I found regarding math results in the CNMI was helpful. Compared to the library, it is much easier to search for the research topic. However, the disadvantage of searching online is how I have to make sure the information is credible. Thus, I have to look at the type of website and the authors that wrote the information. Fortunately, I found sources that were useful and possibly credible to use in my research paper. 

Furthermore, the research process gave me skills that will be very useful to me in the future. Before, I never knew how to write in APA format, but now I am familiar with it which will make it easier for me to write papers in APA in the near future. Also, with the practice essays or the short essays that we had to do really helped me in writing the sections of my research paper. Using the different essay types, I wrote my sections based on what I learned from the four mini essays. Not only that, but I can say that I improved in the way I support my essay with credible sources. This skill will be very helpful when I need to do more research papers in my other courses. 

The whole research process was difficult mainly because of poor time management as well as it being my first time doing a research study. It was a very interesting experience. If I were to expand this research study, I would like to expand my audience. With doing that, I will probably get more information and the data will not only come from the people in Saipan. Saipan is not the only island in the CNMI. So with expanding our audience, probably the PSS administration could address the problem that was analyzed from the data presented. I believe that this research study could help present the possible problems so that it could be fixed properly and strategically in order for math results to cease declining in the CNMI. 
