
MArijuana
Jaylene Reyes
EN202-0N01 



Research Questions 
1. The legalization bill of marijuana in the Marianas
2. The history of marijuana in the Marianas 
3. The economic benefits of marijuana 



Survey Monkey Questions 
Number of Researchers: 1
Numbers of Survey Responses: 25
Demographic: NMC Students between the ages 18-20
Survey Questions:
1. Are you in favor or against the legalization of marijuana in the Marianas?
2. Gender
3. Age 
4. With our government, do you think they are able to handle issues with 

marijuana in the future?
5. Does any of your relatives use marijuana for medicinal purposes?



6. Have you consumed marijuana recreationally?

7. Do you think the usage of marijuana is dangerous or safe?

8. Do you think the legalization of marijuana in the Marianas will 

reduce violence, car accidents, and decrease the use of other drugs?

9. Do you or anyone you know grow marijuana?

10. Do you think the legalization of marijuana in the Marianas will 

reduce violence, car accidents, and decrease the use of other drugs?



Results 























Many of the responders did not have relatives that use marijuana medicinally. The majority of 56%  have not consumed marijuana in any 

type of way. Regarding whether marijuana was dangerous or safe, the survey takers voted 40% for dangerous and safe. Also, 40% of the survey 

takers voted that they do not think that the legalization of marijuana in the Marianas will reduce violence, car accidents, and decrease the use of 

other drugs. It was unpredictable to state whether it was safe or not, and if it will reduce violence,car accidents, and the use of other drugs because 

legalization was not fully enacted in the Marianas. Many of the responders have the knowledge to grow marijuana which was beneficial to them 

and the majority of them also think that marijuana was a negative and positive impact in the life of others in which it can be both depending on 

their health condition and amount of consumption. 

Survey Findings



Letters to Expert



Experts on Island
1. Marco  Taisakan Peter

Representative

Republican, District No. 3

Phone: (670) 664-8925

Fax: (670) 664-8871

2. Sheila Therese Jack Babauta

Representative

Independent, District No. 4

Phone: (670) 664-8928

Fax: (670) 664-8930

3. Carol Peter Hosono

Email: prideof90@gmail.com

Contact: 789-1322

Others: 288-0091/92

4. Luis John Deleon Guerrero Castro

Representative

Republican, District No. 1

Phone: (670) 664-8903

Fax: (670) 664-8842



5. Christina Marie Elise Sablan

Representative

Independent, District No. 2

Phone: (670) 664-8829

Fax: (670) 664-8816

6. Sixto Kaipat Igisomar
Legislative Secretary

Republican, Third Senatorial District (Saipan)

Phone: (670) 664-8812

Fax: (670) 664-8813

6. Vinnie Vinson Flores Sablan

Senator

Independent, Third Senatorial District 

(Saipan)

Phone: (670) 664-8803

Fax: (670) 664-8824

7. Ralph DLG. Torres

Governor

Phone: 1 (670) 664-2280

Fax: 1 (670) 664-22118



Experts off Island
Camacho Torres, Mary 

Senator of Guam

Contact number: (671)475-6279

Email: 
marycamachotorres@gmail.co
m

Borja Muna, Louise

Senator of Guam

Contact number: 
(671)969-9852/9853

 Email: 
senatorlouise@gmail.com

Telo Taitague

Senator of Guam

Contact number: 
(671)989-8356

Email: 
senatortelot@gmail.com

Carol Peter Hosono

Daughter of David Peter (the 
person who the bill was named 
after)

Email: prideof90@gmail.com

Contact: 789-1322

Others: 288-0091/92



Letter to Expert 

Dear Mrs. Peter, 

I am a student at Northern Marianas College and majoring in Liberal Arts Emphasis in Education. I am writing this letter to request for 
an interview with on the legalization of marijuana in the Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas Islands. 

I am seeking answers from the legislators to answer my question on how the legalization of marijuana affects the Marianas. This 
interview should only take about less than 30 minutes of your time. I hope that you're able to put me on your schedule to meet with 
you.  Íf you do not have the time to meet with me than video chatting on Facebook will do as well. 

Please get back to me to let me know whether or not you're able to be interviewed. If you're able to be interviewed, provide your time 
and day of availability. I would try my best as well to fit with your schedule. An attachment comes along with this email providing 
you with questions just in case that you are not able to be interviewed. I really look forward to meeting with you and having the 
opportunity to meet the daughter of David Peter. 

Sincerely, 

        Jaylene Reyes



Answered by a medicinal patient

1. How does the use of marijuana help your financially? 

➔ Yes, marijuana is cheaper than medicine especially because I do not have insurance. 

2. Is the use of marijuana more affordable than the medication prescribed by the doctor?

➔ Yes, I grow my plants which do not cost me anything but the amount of prescribed medication is too much, I 

can not afford it. My marijuana supply lasts long enough until my next harvest. 

3. How do you feel towards the change of using marijuana medicinally?

➔ Using marijuana as my medicine made me feel more relieved and health because I know that it does not 

contain chemicals like other medicines. 

Observation Notes



Interview Findings
During the interview with the patient who uses marijuana medicinally, she stated that marijuana helps her financially, 

makes her relieved, and feels that it was safer than the medication prescribed from the pharmacy. She mentioned that she 

grows her plants to save money from buying it. The maintenance of growing a marijuana plant would take time, but if a 

person wanted chronic plants then one must put effort and time into taking care of their plant. Growing a plant does not cost 

a person much compared to the medications that costs more than $20 depending on the prescription. Furthermore, she felt 

relieved and content when she stopped taking prescription medication and started using marijuana. She believed that 

prescription medicines contain chemicals that affects your body to react to it, depending on your health condition, and it 

could cost more damage to one's health especially if they have various health issues. 



As of October 16, 2019, the search of marijuana resulted of 64,000,000, on Google. On Google Scholar, about 666,000, results appeared 

with the search of marijuana. The articles from Google web were non-academic resources. The Google Scholar articles were academic resources 

that were peer-reviewed and had conducted studies regarding marijuana. Aside from these resources, the local news articles of marijuana were on 

Saipan Tribune and Marianas Variety. The bill was provided online and anyone was allowed to access this file. This literature review will discuss 

the various non-academic and academic resources relating to marijuana providing information from the Commonwealth Cannabis Act, Saipan 

Tribune, Marianas Variety, and academic resources.

 Igisomar bagarts anew for responsible use of marijuana stated that Senator Sixto pushed to legalize marijuana in the Marianas for patients 

who were deeply in need of this medication. Sixto stated that boiling the leaves, roots, or any part of the herb could be consumed as a tea. This 

would treat those with chronic diseases or epilepsy. In another article called Marijuana bill passes house, it stated that Senator Sixto Igisomar was 

the first to introduce this bill. Even more, this bill was called Taulumwaar Sensible CNMI Cannabis Act of 2018, which was named after the late 

David K. Peter. 

Literature Review Findings 



 Public Law 20-66 (CNMI Cannabis Act of 2018), as of September 21, 2019, the CNMI governor Ralph Deleon Guerrero signed the 

Taulumwaar Sensible CNMI Cannabis Act of 2018 that legalized marijuana in the Marianas for recreational, medicinal, and commercial use. 

This bill stated the purposes as to why Taulumwaar Sensible CNMI Cannabis Act of 2018  was legalized, the types of licenses, limitations, 

and penalties to specific violations. There were about 7 types of licenses which included: production, processor, wholesale, retail, lounge, 

testing facility, and delivery. To each license, there were limitations in regards to the number of marijuana products, form of cannabis 

products, age, and purpose. If any of these licenses were to be violated, there are penalties. The penalties depend on the violation and the 

degree of violation. 

Economic Effects of National Marijuana Legalization was a document that stated the history of marijuana in America, taxes, criminal 

action cost, medicinal effects, medicinal versus recreational marijuana, effects of financial markets, and banking institutions. This document 

was useful for the student researcher because it can be a comparison to how America and the Marianas handled marijuana in terms of taxes, 

banking, effects, and history. The student researcher gained information on how other states handle this situation and why it was handled that 

way.  



In this document, it stated that in Alaska had no sales tax and the marijuana growers were taxed fifty dollars per ounce when selling 

marijuana products to dispensaries. Whereas in Maine, they planned to tax ten percent on sales on customers and excise tax on cultivators. In 

every state, they handled the legalization differently, just like the Marianas. With that said, everywhere around the world that legalized marijuana 

handles situations differently because it all depends on the government and community. The literature reviews for the student researchers 

investigation on marijuana pertaining to the Commonwealth of Northern Marianas Island Cannabis Act, academic journal, and newspaper articles 

helped the student research gather information to why the Taulamwaar Sensible CNMI Cannabis Act of 2018 was passed. Evenmore, these 

resources helped the student researcher answer their primary question, which was how does to the legalization of marijuana affect their economy 

and their secondary, which was the history and bill of marijuana in the Marianas.



The student researcher  plans to share this research report to various relatives, friends, 

anyone who was interested in gaining knowledge based on the history, economy effects, 

and marijuana legalization bill of the Marianas. It was important that individuals are aware 

of this report because the bill has been passed that legalizes marijuana in the Marianas for 

recreational, medicinal, and commercial use. In addition, one should be informed and 

aware of what marijuana can provide to the economy. 

Future Plans



Strengths
➔ Maximum resources availability
➔ Interesting topic to work on 
➔ Was an issue in the Marianas 
➔ Many people are willing to share 

what they know about marijuana 
➔ Many people were willing to fill out 

the survey

Weaknesses
➔ Hard time scheduling to meet with 

legislators to interview them 
➔ Hard time to find medicinal 

patients who are willing to share 
this experience



What I would've done 
differently

➔ Asked different questions 
➔ Interviewed more people
➔ Had more people fill out the 

survey

Suggest to interest others
➔ Marijuana is legal in the 

marianas 
➔ Is important because it 

has been an issue for a 
long time 

➔ Many people need and can 
afford it 



What I've learned
1. The bill
➔ Different types of licenses
➔ Requirements for 

application
➔ Penalties 
➔ Limitations 
3. Economic benefits 

Learned about academic writing 

➔ Format 
➔ Length 
➔ Cover page 
➔ Font 
➔ size



Organization of Report
1.cover page 
2. Abstract 

3. Introduction 
4. Background 

5. Literature review
6. Methodology

7. Analysis
8. Findings 

9. discussion

Did well on
➔ Conducting a well written 

report on marijuana 
➔ Gather as much information 

regarding marijuana 

10. Future plans
11. Conclusion
12. Reference list 
13. Appendix
● Pilot survey
● Results of survey
● Lists of experts
● Observation notes



Addition knowledge
1. Learn deeply  more on 

economic effects 
2. Learn more about the 

marijuana commission in 
the marianas 

Work on skill
1. Brainstorming quicker
2. higher vocabulary words



Improved skills
1. Writing better

2. Better grammar
3. Better essays 

4. Writing format 
5. Sentence structure

Share time!
I enjoyed the journey 

throughout this course working 
on my report because i loved my 

topic.



THANK YOU!


