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When I first walked into EN-202 class I really did not know what to expect of it.  I just finished EN-101 with Mr. Mike Nurmi and now I have enrolled in Mrs. Kimberly Bunts-Andersons’ class. As soon as the first session of En-202 ended I already knew it was going to be a challenging course. The class and I were told that we would be doing a research paper that was due later in the semester with four different type of essays that will eventually help build the research paper. Topics were to be chosen, dates had to be scheduled, and a whole bunch of other tasks that had me feeling overwhelmed.  Initially I thought about doing a research on best selling cars on the Island, but eventually changed it to something culture related. I decided to see how much students at the Northern Marianas College knew about their culture in relation to traditional Chamorro necklaces. I chose this because I myself is a traditional necklace craftsman.  Having a relation to the topic I chose, I started to feel good about this research paper. This kind of subject matter is really important to me because it deals with the Chamorro culture and I strongly believe that it should be preserved for future generations to come. If I ever encounter another research project I will surely look to further this research and use it as a foundation for my future endeavors. 


In this En-202 class, it was planned out that the different essay genres to be done in class will be used to build the research paper in the end. Some classes do things differently with different topics for each type of essay. I think that the method that we used in this class was more helpful and effective to ensure a solid research paper. It was like a step-by-step process slowly working our way towards the goal, a final research paper.


When it came to finding good literature sources about my topic, it proved not to be an easy task. The problem was that no one really did a genuine research on the knowledge known about our culture. Most of it were opinions and articles that has not yet been peer reviewed. I looked online, libraries and also newspapers, but none were really useful. Several books provided good information on the general aspect of the culture, but came up empty on the indigenous peoples knowledge on it. So instead I had to rely heavily on primary research like, interviews, questionnaires and online surveys that I created.  For this course we had a textbook that was to be used as a guide to writing. However, I found the book quite useless because we barely cracked it open. Although I have never really read that book, I regret purchasing it due to its lack of usage in class. Besides that as a reference tool, our instructor handed out several handouts that helped in better understanding the material being taught. Power point and video presentations also were administered. In my opinion the handouts proved to be the more useful ones. Probably because I am a hands on kind of guy or maybe because it is always readily available when I need something to refer to. The power points and video were not as effective because it was kind of a one-time thing. In one ear and out the other, unless you watch it three or more times which I doubt most students would do. If there ever was any online or mobile applications that helped with academic writing I would have probably preferred to use it rather than taking a ridiculous amount of notes.


This course has really taught me a lot of new material when it comes to academic writing. Compared to before, which was just last semester, I have become a more professional and creative writer. I learned how to write informative, contrast, process, and argumentative and persuasive essays in APA format and how to properly cite sources with in-text citations. This knowledge will help me in future classes that go hard on academic essays. It will also help me in my future career as I pursue being a teacher. I would probably have to write lesson plans; correct papers and the knowledge that I have gained in this course will surely be beneficial. 

Along with improving my writing skills, I also learned how to use primary research to collect efficient data for my research paper. For this specific research project, I mainly used interviews as my primary research method.  Although that was my main focus, I also learned about field observations, surveys and also questionnaires. Out of everything I preferred doing interviews because I get a better understanding as to the information that I am collecting. It is also better because you get to converse with the person and if you have any additional questions they are right there to answer on the spot. I will definitely use interviews more often in the future. 

Overall, I think my research doesn’t end here. It feels like it’s just the beginning to a lot more of information just waiting to be collected and analyzed. This class has opened up more opportunities for me to do better in class because of my improved writing skills. Honestly, the time span to do this research project was not even close to being enough. Great research projects is like wine. They grow better with age. 
